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Same Book,
Lower Price
The same college
textbooks used in the
United States can often
be purchased for much
less from Britain, even
after factoring in the
cost of shipping.
Some examples:

Lehninger Principles
of Biochemistry

Physics,
Volume 1

Macroeconomics

Linear System
Theory and Design

$146.15

$93.75

$114.00

$110.00

AMAZON.COM
AMAZON.CO.UK

$71.53

$63.37

$71.78

$49.81

DIFFERENCE

$74.62

$30.38

$42.22

$60.19

Domestic shipping is free for orders over $25 on Amazon.com, though there are some exceptions.
British prices have been converted to dollars and include shipping to the United States.
Sources: Amazon.com; Amazon.co.uk
The New York Times

Comparing Caviars
How American paddlefish roe compares with traditional caviar, which comes from sturgeon in Russia or Iran.
TYPE OF CAVIAR

SIZE OF FISH

SIZE OF EGG

COLOR OF EGG

COST PER OUNCE

Beluga

8-20 feet

2.5-4.0 mm

Gray

Osetra

5-8 feet

2.0-3.0 mm

Golden to brown

25-55

Sevruga

3-5 feet

1.5-2.5 mm

Gray or brown

15-30

Paddlefish

5 feet

2.2-2.4 mm

Dark gray

$35-70

5-15

Sources: American Seafood; Great Atlantic Trading
The New York Times

Reaching the Finish Line
John Kerry was only able to take one state — New Hampshire — that George Bush had won in 2000,
while Mr. Bush was leading in New Mexico and Iowa, both states that Al Gore won.
THE 2004 ELECTION

THE 2000 ELECTION
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A Premonition Fulfilled, in a City That Lives With Cranes
Residents in the Tower’s Shadow
Had Long Expressed Their Fears
Crane Collapse
In Manhattan

Tower crane
with a luffing jib
that is able to
swing up and
down.

The Yorkville
accident killed two
people and severely
damaged several
apartments.

By ERIC KONIGSBERG

They knew what it was as soon
as they heard the noise.
“It didn’t sound lik e a truck
driving through our apartment —
it was like a tank,” said L eonard
LaRusso, 38, a r estaurant owner
who normally sleeps until 11. Before he and his companion, L auren Dunn, even went to the window to check, he r ecalled, “We
looked at each other and said,
‘We just lost our balcony.’“
For the couple and other r esidents of the Electr a, a 23 -story
rental apartment building at 91 st
Street and First Avenue, Friday’s
crane collapse was the nightmare
they had been expecting.
Mr. LaRusso and M s. Dunn
said they had been w atching the
enormous crane on the opposite
corner with tr epidation for
weeks. John Jorgenson, who lives
on the f ifth floor, said he and his
companion had prepared an “escape plan” a month ago.
Libby Rice, who is 27 and
works in the fashion industry ,
was among man y in the neighborhood who had called the city’s
311 hot line to expr ess concerns
about the cr ane, which she said
looked frighteningly old and
frighteningly large.
“I was scared for w eeks and
weeks,” Ms. Rice said. “It w asn’t
a matter of if but when.”
“When” came Friday at 8:06
a.m., when a w eld in the cr ane’s
turntable apparently failed and
the operator’s cab slammed into
the Electra, demolishing a few

Jib or
boom

Drawing is of a
crane similar
to the one that
collapsed.

Damaged
building
354 East
91st Street

Cab

Broken
connection
The crane’s
cab sits on a
turntable that
includes a set of
bearings, which
allow the cab to
swivel.

apartments and then shearing off
the balconies facing north as the
cab plunged 23 stories to the
pavement.
Two construction w orkers
were killed and the Electra’s residents poured down the st airs
onto the sidewalk and gathered a
block away, at Second Avenue, as
emergency workers sealed of f
the block.
“Do you see that balcony up on
13?” Mr. LaRusso asked, pointing
to a col lapsed terrace that hung
from the skin of the building lik e
a very loose tooth. “T hat’s us,
1304.”
“We used to liv e in 2103,” he
noted. “But my roommate moved
to Vegas so I mo ved from a twobedroom to a one-bedr oom. Now
2103 is gone, and 2203 is gone.”
Set in a neighborhood of postcollegiate dormitories, the Electra, at 354 East 91 st, is tiered like
a wedding cake, and the r esidents characterized themselves
as somewhat mor e grown-up
than those of neighboring towers.
Many are professional couples in
their 30s and 40 s, only a handful
with children. One-bedrooms at
the Electra rent for about $3,000 a
month, residents said, t wo-bedrooms for $4,000, and apartments
on the 22 nd floor for as much as
$5,500.
The Electra, a building of more
than 160 apartments, is just f ive
years old, so man y of the r esidents have been ther e from the
first and ha ve formed a close
Continued on Page B2

Welds

Two parts of
the turntable
assembly are
bonded together
with a weld
(shown above)
that snapped.

t St.
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A construction worker who had been working on the
building where a crane collapsed on Friday.

91s

Collar brace
A connection to
the building was
loosened,
threatening the
tower’s stability.

The Human Toll
Of a Building Binge

Several nearby
buildings were
evacuated.
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Once again, death by crane has
come to the East Side of Manhattan. As stadiums are built, a new
subway line is dug
and office towers
soar, one anonymous
apartment house development on 91st
ABOUT
Street has provided
NEW YORK
another flash look at
the vulnerability of life in a
crowded city. While people
across the street were getting
ready for work on Friday morning, a crane fell and ripped open
their homes.
This, it appears, is the cost of a
boom.
For the last three or four years,
the amount of money spent on
construction in New York City
has grown by 18 percent annually, according to the New York
Building Congress; it will be
more than $30 billion this year.
Major construction companies
have so much work that they are
booked for years to come. These

are the companies that also have
the biggest stake in making sure
that their businesses are run
safely, to avoid driving up their
insurance premiums.
Down the food chain, the door
is open for companies with less
experience.
“If you’re suggesting there are
‘A’ and ‘B’ teams, you’d be correct,” said William A. Marino, the
chairman of Allied North America, a company that arranges insurance for construction in New
York and 16 other cities. “In any
business, as organizations get
stretched thin, you have the most
qualified people do the most important things. As the volume increases, that’s going on to a
greater extent.
“If you did this amount of work
in any city in the country, you’d
have similar results. If there is no
work in town, the level of accidents is going to be less. But
Continued on Page B3

Arizona Group to Sue Paterson on Gay-Marriage Order
By JEREMY W. PETERS

ALBANY — An Arizona-based
conservative Christian group
said on Friday that it planned to
sue Gov. David A. Paterson to
block his directive to state agencies to r ecognize same-sex marriages performed outside N ew
York.
Brian Raum, the senior leg al
counsel for the gr oup, the Al liance Defense F und, said that it
would file a la wsuit next w eek
claiming that M r. Paterson’s order sidestepped the Legislature.
The Alliance, which was founded by the Rev . James C. Dobson
and others, has been active in efforts in other st ates to limit marriage to heterosexuals.
“This is directly the province of
the Legislature,” Mr. Raum said.
“The Court of Appeals said marriage in N ew York is one man,
one woman. And if that’s going to
change, it has to come fr om the

Legislature. What Paterson is doing is cir cumventing that pr ocess.”
Through his chief spok eswoman, Mr. Paterson declined comment. The governor said this
week that his dir ective was intended to bring st ate agencies
into compliance with an appellate
court ruling in February that said
New York must r ecognize samesex marriages that ha ve been
performed outside the state.
Also on Friday, Senate Republicans in Al bany were trying to
decide how to respond to the governor’s directive. The majority
leader, Joseph L. Bruno, a Republican, said in a radio interview on
Friday that he hoped to ha ve an
answer from his counsel by next
week about whether they could
take the governor to court.
At the same time, M r. Bruno
conceded that any legislative action the Republic an-led Senate

An argument that the
governor is stepping
outside his purview.
might take would be largely symbolic because such a measur e
was almost cert ain to fail in the
Assembly, which has supported
same-sex marriage.
Mr. Bruno ruled out mo ving a
bill to make a political statement.
“We’re not commit ting because
we’re waiting to see how the rest
of this pla ys out,” he said. “T he
bottom line is, whatev er we do,
the Assembly won’t join us. T he
Democrats control the As sembly.”
The Assembly overwhelmingly
passed a bill last summer to allow
same-sex marriages, but Senate
Republicans have refused to

bring the bill to a vote.
Mr. Bruno said the basis for
any legal battle would be an argument that the go vernor’s directive violated the doctrine on the
separation of po wers. The directive, written by the governor’s legal counsel, Da vid M. N ocenti,
asked all state agencies to r evise
their policies to conform to the
appeals court ruling and to report
back to M r. Nocenti by J une 30.
“It’s the executive taking legislative powers away,” Mr. Bruno
said on WGDJ-AM (Talk 1300), a
radio station in Al bany. “If
there’s going to be a court bat tle,
that’s what it ’ll be o ver, not the
issue itself.”
He said the Senate Republicans are not opposed to g
ay
rights. “I don ’t care whether
they’re gay, black, white, Oriental, whatever. Equal justice.
That’s what it ’s all about,” M r.
Bruno said.

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM

Pageantry of the (Very) Old School Sort
This glass panel is included in the Met’s new show of
items from the Victoria and Albert. The Arts, Page B9.
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The Words They’ve Used
Different speakers, including Senator Edward M. Kennedy, shown above preparing for the
speech he delivered Tuesday, have emphasized different themes, sometimes indicated by their
repeated use of specific words. A look at how often some words have been used.
Main speakers,
Mon., Tues. and Wed.

Hope

Optimism

98 times

Bush

Faith

19 times

40 times

13 times

Strong/
strength

Iraq
51 times

Economy

Health
care

45 times

Circle sizes are proportional to the
number of times word was used.

30 times

141 times

Jobs
127 times

161 times

Terrorism

Values
Republican(s)

89 times

38 times

Hussein
2 times

SOME OF MONDAY’S MAJOR SPEAKERS

NUMBER OF
USES BY:

Al
Gore

Health care

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Bill
Clinton

Edward M.
Kennedy

Barack
Obama

Teresa
Heinz Kerry

Al
Sharpton

John
Edwards

5

2

1

1

2

9

1

1

5

Strong/strength

2

5

3

Jobs

3

6

1

5

3

2

2

7

13

5

1

3

6

2

1

1

1

1

1

Values
Hope

2

Faith
Economy

2

3

Republican(s)

2

8

Iraq

3

2

Terrorism

1

3

Optimism

1

2

Bush

1

1

1

1

6
4

8

1

8

2

1

3

3

10

1

2

1

1

1
2

Hussein
Source: Federal News Service transcripts of speeches
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“The president inherited a Clinton recession and turned it into the early stages of Bush prosperity.” DONALD L. EVANS

Political Points

The Words
Speakers Use

Republican Convention

Democratic Convention

Speakers on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

Speakers on all days

SHERYL GAY STOLBERG and JOHN TIERNEY

Illustrations by Stephen Savage

The Twins:
The Good . . .

HE twins did it again. Others
T
gave longer speeches, but no one
generated as much buzz as Barbara

and Jenna Bush. Their joint stand-up
routine Tuesday night kept Republicans busy all day Wednesday debating such questions as:
Did the twins come off as charmingly irreverent or solidify their reputation as the Republican Party’s
bad girls?
What did the twins’ grandmother,
Barbara Bush, think when Jenna
said on national television that the
former first lady “thinks ‘Sex in the
City’ is something married people
do, but never talk about’’?
When the twins joked that they
knew nothing about politics but expected top jobs in the White House,
did the audience appreciate the selfdeprecating humor or regard them
as spoiled brats?
What exactly was funny about that
“Sex in the City” joke, anyway?
Did the Bush campaign let the
twins write their own speech?
If not, does the person who wrote it
still have a job?
Let us begin with the more charitable answers. Jean Becker, the chief
of staff for the first President Bush,
said that Mrs. Bush loved her granddaughters’ speech. “She thought they
were absolutely hilarious, and the
‘Sex in the City’ line was very funny,”
Ms. Becker said. “Both grandparents
felt the twins were adorable.”
The author of the speech is not only
employed but also working on President Bush’s speech tonight. She is
Mr. Bush’s longtime adviser, Karen
P. Hughes, who wrote the speech
with “some input” from Jenna and
Barbara, according to Susan Whitson, a spokeswoman for the twins.
“Karen has known the girls for so
long she was able to capture their
personality,” Mrs. Whitson said.
“What we’ve heard is that people
thought it was cute and funny.”
We heard the same thing at a gathering of college Republicans in the
convention hall yesterday. “I think it
really just showed the diversity of
the party,” said Molly Barnett, a student at Berea College in Kentucky.
Another student, Dominic Foppoli
of Dominican University of California, called it a “smart move, obviously, reaching out to young voters,” and
added that he hoped to date one of the
twins.
“They’re hot,” he said.

. . . and the Bad

M

EANWHILE, though, the twins
were getting mixed reviews
from the elite Republican donors
lunching with Laura Bush at the
New-York Historical Society. Our
well-heeled spy tells us that when
Mrs. Bush asked, “Didn’t my daughters do wonderfully last night?” the
donors clapped politely while biting
their tongues. Some quietly theorized
that the twins must have some “issues” with their family.
The speech got savage reviews
from conservatives like Bill Kristol
of The Weekly Standard and Peter
Robinson, the author of Ronald Reagan’s famous speech at the Berlin
Wall. “How bad were the twins? Way
bad,” Mr. Robinson wrote in National
Review Online. “So bad that I honestly found myself yearning for the Kerry daughters and their tale of Licorice the hamster.”
Landon Parvin, a Republican who
has written many comic speeches for
politicians at the annual Gridiron
Dinner in Washington, offered sympathy. “I don’t think it was fair for
the girls to be sent out there with that
material,” he said. “They should be
given a lot of credit for the sheer
courage it took to appear in front of a
national audience at such a young
age. I couldn’t have done it.”
Mark Katz, a Democrat who wrote
comic speeches for President Clinton, happened to be in the hall (with a
borrowed credential). “I was part of
the collective cringe,” he said. “They
were more Paris Hilton than Chelsea
Clinton. The only way the speech
could have been more lame was if
they had been triplets.”

After 52 Years,
How’s the Show?
HYLLIS SCHLAFLY, the bluntP
talking 80-year-old grande dame
of the social conservative movement,
has attended every Republican convention since 1952. We tracked her

Kristen A. Lee contributed reporting
for this column.

down Wednesday at the Tavern on
the Green in Central Park, where she
was host for a luncheon for 590 of her
closest friends, to ask her thoughts
on this one.
On the long-running fight between
conservatives and moderates over
platform language on abortion,
which Ms. Schlafly strenuously opposes: “It was a knock-down dragout battle in Houston in 1992, San Diego in ’96, Philadelphia four years
ago. But this time it was all smooth
sailing. They know we’ve won.’’
On Rudy Giuliani, whose views on
abortion Ms. Schlafly disdains, and
who turned up Sunday night at a
Broadway show she attended: “He
gave his little spiel, you know, about
how great he is and how much he’s
done. He’s clearly running for president. In our packets, we all had his
book. You know, Giuliani’s got a
book. So he’s running. But he’s not
going to make it.’’
On Arnold Schwarzenegger: “I
heard the first half. What I heard is
the best speech I heard at this convention.’’
On the convention itself: “It’s very
tightly controlled. Of course a lot of
that is because we have an incumbent president. If you stood in the
back of the convention hall, they
have a screen and you could see everything on the teleprompter. Every
single thing, every motion, every
comma, every person walking on, is
totally scripted. And you could just
stand right there and read it all.’’
On the speech by the Bush twins:
“Well, the people I talk to didn’t think
it was particularly helpful. It was
kind of juvenile. I thought it would
have been all right if they had been
high school girls.’’

Looking at the
number of times
words have been
used by speakers at
each party’s
convention suggests
the different themes
the parties have
highlighted.

Girlie men
1

Compassion(ate)

12

Freedom

Courage

Health
care

Hussein

36

6

Health
care

20,000 words is about
one day’s worth of
speeches.

17

13

Freedom

Number of times
words were used
per 20,000 words
spoken

12

Hope

Homeownership

24

Jobs
34

Iraq

Strong/
strength
25

12
Bush
(Opponent’s name)
5

Kerry
Sept. 11

(Opponent’s name)

15

39

Strong/
strength
35

SOME OF THE DEMOCRATIC SPEAKERS

Rudolph W.
Arnold
Laura
Giuliani Schwarzenegger Bush
12

Hussein

1

6

Terrorism

2

21

2

Religion

1

1

1

Afghanistan

1

2

Courage

5

1

2

Zell
Miller

Dick
Cheney

15

13

2

3

Compassion(ate)

Barack
Obama

John
Edwards

John
Kerry
2

1
2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

7

2

1

1

3
4

Bill
Clinton

2

3

Homeownership
9

Terrorism

War

18

SOME OF THE REPUBLICAN SPEAKERS

7

9
6

45

Opponent’s name

Sept. 11

36

Terrorism

John
McCain

Iraq

14

War

Hussein
1
Homeownership
1

3

Jobs
13

37

Hope

17

In addition, Republicans were more
likely to mention the
opposing candidate
by name, something
the Democrats
rarely did.

Freedom

Courage

4

12

The Republican
speakers have used
more terms related
to terrorism and the
war in Iraq, while
the Democratic
speakers were more
likely to mention
health care or jobs.

NUMBER OF TIMES
SPEAKERS USED
EACH WORD OR PHRASE

Compassion(ate)

6

12

2

2

2

5

3

4

Sept. 11

4

11

2

1

3

2

War

18

13

7

8

10

6

6

10

14

Nothing Political
About This Flip

Iraq

2

4

4

2

3

2

3

9

4

2

3

W

Strong/strength

5

8

1

1

4

1

1

3

13

8

4

HILE John Kerry flip-flop sandals were on display at souvenir booths outside the convention
hall, Democrats were hollering that
an even bigger flip-flop was on display inside.
That would be Zell “George Bush
just doesn’t get it’’ Miller.
Mr. Miller, the Democratic senator from Georgia and convention
keynote speaker, came to the Garden
for an encore Wednesday night.
Twelve years ago, his “just doesn’t
get it” remark, a reference to the
first President Bush, became the signature line of the Democratic convention. Consider his evolving views:
In 1992: “I am a Democrat because we are the party of hope.”
In 2001: “John has worked to
strengthen our military.”
In 2004: “Listing all the weapon
systems that Senator Kerry tried his
best to shut down sounds like an auctioneer selling off our national security.”
In 2004: “Our nation is being torn
apart and made weaker because of
the Democrats’ manic obsession to
bring down our commander in
chief.”
We asked some Georgia delegates
if Mr. Miller wasn’t a bigger flip-flopper than Mr. Kerry. No, no, they said.
“He’s not flip-flopping for political
purposes, which is an entirely different thing,’’ said Suzanne Hudgens.
She went on: “It’s a complete change
of heart and mind.’’
Oh.

Daily Lessons
Two things we learned today:
¶“Cut and run” wasn’t prudent.
The first President Bush, who has
carefully avoided public discussion
of differences with his son, let his
down guard briefly on “Imus in the
Morning” yesterday when asked
about his son’s comment that America had “cut and run” after the first
Iraq war. “I saw that, and frankly it
hurt a little bit,” he said.
¶Dick Cheney has a tender side.
The vice president mocked Senator
Kerry for pledging to fight a “more
sensitive” war on terror, but inhis
speech last night, quoting a historian,
he said, “When America was created, the stars must have danced in the
sky.” That’s poetry — big time.
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ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

Jobless Figures Could Emphasize Bush’s Big Weakness
By RICHARD W. STEVENSON
About 10 hours after President
Bush accepts his party’s nomination
tonight, the government will release
an important report on the state of
the economy. Even some of his allies
say that if it is weak it could dampen
Republican enthusiasm coming out
of the convention and leave Mr. Bush
on the defensive for a pivotal issue
heading into the campaign homestretch.
Economists do not expect the employment report tomorrow to show
terribly strong growth in jobs.
With economic statistics over the
last month suggesting that the recovery has slowed or even faltered, Mr.
Bush is heading into the final two
months of the campaign vulnerable
to any further bad economic news,
especially in swing states like Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania, where
employment losses have hit hard.
So on a day when unions organized
a three-mile line of demonstrators
waving pink slips to dramatize job
losses, Republicans put aside momentarily their emphasize on national security and ushered a group of
small-business owners and elected
officials on stage last night at the
party’s convention to talk up economic progress. Three families
spoke about how they benefited from
the president’s tax cuts
At a news conference Commerce
Secretary Donald L. Evans deflected
responsibility for the economy’s difficulties and suggested that Americans would increasingly feel better.
“The president inherited a Clinton
recession and turned it into the early
stages of Bush prosperity,” Mr. Evans said, pinning the blame on Mr.
Bush’s predecessor even though the
generally accepted starting date for
the recession is a month or two after
Mr. Bush took office.
Mr. Bush himself is widely expected to devote part of his speech tonight to defend his economic record.
But in many ways, the economy has
been in the background throughout
Janet Elder contributed reporting
for this article.

the proceedings, a distinct No. 2 to
the thunderous proclamations about
the battle against terrorism and the
president’s credentials to be commander in chief. Senator John Kerry’s campaign said Mr. Bush was
trying to run away from that record.
“The reason the economy has been
conspicuous in its absence at the Republican convention is that the president cannot credibly argue that his
policies are working,” a strategist
for Mr. Kerry, Tad Devine, said.
“They have made a decision that
they are going to fight this election
almost totally on the war on terrorism.”
Certainly for the White House, the
economy poses a problem and has
been overshadowed at the convention by the focus on terrorism.
The White House can hardly afford
to ignore the subject. Polls suggest
that the economy and employment
continue to dominate the public’s
agenda.
When asked what will be the most
important campaign issue in their
states, 32 percent of the respondents
said the economy and jobs, followed
by 18 percent who said the Iraq war,
according to a New York Times/CBS
News poll in mid-July. Just 4 percent
said terrorism.
While Americans say they trust
Mr. Bush to handle the campaign
against terrorism, they are far less
confident about his ability to manage
the economy and create jobs. Even
some experts sympathetic to Mr.
Bush suggested that the economy
was not a subject that the Republicans wanted to dwell on right now.
“Kerry didn’t talk about his Senate
career” at the Democratic convention, said Irwin M. Stelzer, director of
economic policy studies at the Hudson Institute, a conservative research group. “And the Republicans
don’t want to talk about the economy.”
Experts say the president cannot
appear detached. In swing states,
nearly half the voters polled said
their communities had lost jobs under Mr. Bush. A CBS News poll taken
before the convention found that 17
percent of the voters in those states

Bloomberg News

Commerce Secretary Donald L.
Evans suggested that Americans
would increasingly feel better.

The Republican
convention
enthusiasm may be
dampened.
said the number of jobs in their community had increased in the last four
years; 47 percent said the number
decreased and 29 percent said there
had been no change.
Over all, 37 percent of all voters
approve of the way Mr. Bush is handling the economy, according to the
poll, while 54 percent disapprove, including 90 percent of Democrats and
57 percent of independents.
Criticism of Mr. Bush’s economic
leadership is nothing new. Months after he took office, the public’s approval for his handling of the economy fell below the 50 percent mark.
In April 2001, it was 47 percent.
For much of the last year approval
of Mr. Bush’s handling of the economy has been at or below 40 percent.

Speaking to reporters at the convention, Republican officials said the
economic outlook was improving because of Mr. Bush’s policies. Gov.
Bill Owens of Colorado said perception about the economy lagged behind the improving reality. Gov.
George E. Pataki of New York said
Mr. Bush’s tax cuts had helped the
economy and the financial markets.
Even Ohio, hard hit by losing manufacturing jobs, is making solid
progress, said its governor, Bob Taft.
Democrats pointed to new figures
for employment in swing states to
make a case that things were getting
worse rather than better.
Columbus, Ohio, where Mr. Bush
campaigned yesterday before heading to New York, lost 2,400 jobs in
July, the figures showed. Milwaukee,
where he is to appear tomorrow, lost
7,000 jobs in July. Mr. Evans said a
broad array of economic statistics
and anecdotal evidence showed that
the economy was healthy and growing stronger.
He said the month-to-month numbers were less important than the
trend over the last several years,
which he said showed clear improvement.
Mr. Bush has said he will offer a
detailed agenda for a second term tonight. His aides said it would include
items with economic components, including his call for adding private investment accounts to Social Security. But the president is not expected
to advocate steps to bolster the economy in the short term, and his broader call for steps to promote an “ownership society” is not expected to include substantial new initiatives.
As a result, when it comes to the
economy, Mr. Bush’s standing with
voters over the next two months
could be shaped more than anything
by the latest statistics, starting with
the employment report tomorrow.
“He is going to give a speech, and
then something is going to happen to
him on Friday morning,” Mr. Stelzer
of the Hudson Institute said. “At that
point, there are two dimensions,
what actually happens and the success of both parties in spinning what
happens.”
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As Clinton Solidifies Edge,
G.O.P. Field Is Wide Open
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At Many Homes, More Profit and Less Nursing
Insulated From Lawsuits, Private Investors Cut Costs and Staff

In Democratic Race, Republican Hopefuls
Rivals Are Turning Take Varying Paths
More Aggressive
in a Fluid Race
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Security Firm Faces Criminal Charges in Iraq
By JAMES GLANZ
and SABRINA TAVERNISE

BAGHDAD, Sept. 22 — T he
Iraqi government said Satur day
that it expects to r efer criminal
charges to its courts within da ys
in connection with a shooting
here by a private American security company, and the I nterior
Ministry gave new details of six
other episodes it is in vestigating
involving the company.
The state minister for national
security affairs, Shirwan al-Waili,
said the go vernment had r eceived little information from the

American side in the early da ys
of a joint in vestigation of the
shooting, which in volved the
company Blackwater USA and
left at least eight Iraqis dead. But
he said that the I raqi investigation was largely completed and
that he believ ed the f indings
were definitive. “The shots f ired
on the Iraqis were unjustifiable,”
he said. “It w as harsh and horrible.”
Although Mr. Waili did not
spell out what the in vestigative
committee would recommend to
the criminal court, a pr eliminary
report of findings by the I nterior
Ministry, the N ational Security

Welcome or Not, Orthodoxy Is Back in Russia’s Public Schools
By CLIFFORD J. LEVY

KOLOMNA, Russia — One of
the most discor dant debates in
Russian society is pla ying out in
public schools lik e those in this
city not far fr om Moscow, where
the other da y a teacher named
Irina Donshina set aside her textbooks, strode before her second
graders and, as if speaking fr om
a pulpit, posed a simple question:
“Whom should w e learn to do
good from?”
“From God!” the children said.
“Right!” Ms. Donshina said.
“Because people he cr eated crucified him. But did he accuse
them or cur se them or hate
them? Of cour se not! He continued loving and feeling pit y for
them, though he could have eliminated all of us and the whole
world in a fraction of a second.”
Nearly two decades after the
collapse of the So viet Union and
the return of r eligion to public
life, localities in Rus sia are increasingly decreeing that to r eceive a proper public school education, children should be
steeped in the w ays of the Russian Orthodox C hurch, including
its traditions, liturgy and historic
figures.
The lessons are typically introduced at the ur ging of chur ch
leaders, who sa y the enfor ced
atheism of Communism left Rus-
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leniency to people con victed of
immigration offenses but lit tle
mercy to white collar criminals.
Judge Mukasey’s opinions r eveal a temper ament and leg al
philosophy more complex than
the one suggested by the handful
of terrorism cases that prompted
his nomination last w eek for attorney general.
In those cases, Judge Mukasey
was largely unyielding. And he
showed little sympathy to people
held as material witnes ses after
the Sept. 11 attacks.
But overall, Judge Mukasey’s
median sentence was 24 months,
compared with the 18 -month median sentence imposed by the
more than 70 other judges who
sat with him on the F ederal District Court in M anhattan from
1988 to 2006, accor ding to st atis-
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In his 18 y ears on the feder al
bench, Judge Michael B. M ukasey issued more than 1, 500 decisions concerning matters as cataclysmic as the H olocaust and as
mundane as mil k, beer and cig arettes.
In his opinions, J udge Mukasey comes acr oss as f iercely intelligent, prickly, impatient, practical and suspicious of abstr actions.
He was quick to chastise and
impose sanctions on lawyers who
tested his patience or , much
worse, lied to him. He did not hesitate to rule against the powerful,
including President Bush’s uncle,
or people with sympathetic cases
but no claim to leg al relief. His
decisions often cr ackled with an
acerbic and sometimes aphoristic
wit.
He was tough at sentencing
but not uniformly so. H e showed
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Sources: Court
documents and
depositions; documents
filed with the Secretary of
State of Florida; Habana Health
Care’s nursing home license and
cost reports; other public documents
filed with regulators.

Ministry and the Defense Ministry stated that “the mur der of
citizens in cold blood in the
Nisour area by Blackw ater is
considered a terr orist action
against civilians just like any other terrorist operation.”
“The criminals will be referred
to the Iraqi court system,” it said.
The spokesman for the Interior
Ministry, Maj. Gen. Abdul Karim
Khalaf, also laid out previous episodes involving Blackwater this
year in which he said a tot al of 10
Iraqis had been kil led and 15
wounded. The company would
not comment on those incidents
on Saturday.
The details came as Prime
Minister Nuri al-M aliki was at
the United Nations to meet with
Secretary of St ate Condoleezza
Rice and other officials to discuss
Iraqi security and other is sues.
[Page 14.] T he Iraqi government
has already demanded that
Blackwater, which handles security for diplomatic per sonnel, be
banned from working in Iraq, and
the broadening investigation is
sure to pul l the I raqis and their
American supporters even further apart.
Blackwater may also face investigation on another front: The
News and Observ er newspaper
in Raleigh, N .C., reported that
United States federal investigators were looking into whether
the company shipped unlicensed
automatic weapons and milit ary
Continued on Page 14
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The Rev. Vladimir Pakhachev, the Russian Orthodox leader in Kolomna, helps guide curriculum.
sians out of touch with a faith
that was once at the cor e of their
identity.
The new curriculum r eflects
the nation’s continuing struggle
to define what it means to be
Russian in the post- Communist
era and what role religion should
play after being brut ally suppressed under So viet rule. Y et
the drive by a r evitalized church

to weave its tenets into the education system has pr ompted a
backlash, and not only fr om the
remains of the Communist Party.
Opponents assert that the Russian Orthodox leader ship is
weakening the constitutional separation of church and st ate by
proselytizing in public schools.
They say Russia is a multiethnic,
pluralistic nation and risk s alien-

ating its large Muslim minority if
Russian Orthodoxy t akes on the
trappings of a state religion.
The church calls those accusations unfounded, maint aining
that the courses are cultural, not
religious.
In Ms. Donshina’s class at
least, the childr en seem to ha ve
their own understanding of a priContinued on Page 23
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Habana Health Care Center, a
150-bed nursing home in T ampa,
Fla., was struggling when a
group of large private investment
firms purchased it and 48 other
nursing homes in 2002.
The facility’s managers quickly cut costs. Within months, the
number of clinic al registered
nurses at the home was half what
it had been a year earlier, records
collected by the Center s for
Medicare and M edicaid Services
indicate. Budgets for nur sing
supplies, resident activities and
other services also fell, according
to Florida’s Agency for H ealth
Care Administration.
The investors and oper ators
were soon earning millions of dollars a year from their 49 homes.
Residents fared less well. Over
three years, 15 at H abana died
from what their families contend
was negligent c are in la wsuits
filed in state court. Regulators repeatedly warned the home that
staff levels were below mandatory minimums. When regulators
visited, they found malfunctioning fire doors, unhygienic kitchens and a r esident using a leg
brace that was broken.
“They’ve created a hel lhole,”
said Vivian Hewitt, who sued Habana in 2004 when her mother
died after a lar ge bedsore be-
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By Attorney General Nominee

aH

n
M nia
an l H
ag ea
e m lth
e
ent
e nn
i
Co a l
rp He
or alt
er
ati h
on
Ho
ld
in
gC
o rp
o ra
ti o n

F

r id

o
n as
r v istrtal
i c ativ e
es

nt

Noble
Health Care*

Habana
Health Care
Nursing
home

de

Ca

Flo

Tampa
H
Holds nursing eal
h

en

l th

s.

anage ent contr
sm
a Health C act
Ha ith Tamp
are
w

ep

ea

nie

th

i nd

tH

d

Ear
wnee
Health ly
Sha h Care*
Car
t
l
a
e*
He
e
H
a
t
l
th C a
s
e
r
c
re
Sea
m

er

of

Majo
r

oth

et
rn e*
be Car

i nv

nn

e

c u t i v e s s t a r t ed t h es
e

an

te

H
ial

al

ex e
are
th C

pa
m
co

en

r

Highlighted
companies and
individuals were
sued by one
resident’s
family in
2004.

o
s n
ac I
h il ity
Ca
re

Ca

ni

l

He

th
al

Direct ownership
or contract

re

a

Concentric circles are layers of
companies that controlled
Warburg Pincus
Habana Health Care
indirect ownership st
n
a
k
ake
, t oo
in S
5
nursing home in
0
ea c
20
y
b
res
2002.
,
e

perties
Ca th
are Pro
th C
al
eal ase holder
He
a H er le ing home
t s
rid
lo Mas nur

Continued on Page 26

48 other Florida nursing homes in 2002 and leased the facilities to executives backed by Warburg
Pincus. Those executives created a complex corporate structure around each nursing home. As a
result, many profits were shielded from lawsuits.
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The race for the Republic an
presidential nomination r emains
remarkably fluid, with important
constituencies like evangelical
voters having yet to set tle on a
candidate, and the late entr ance
of former Senator F
red D.
Thompson generating little excitement.
With the st ate of pla y so unsettled and Republic ans still
grappling with the political implications of the Iraq war and President Bush’s weakness, the leading contenders are plotting out
strikingly different road maps to
the nomination.
Mitt Romney’s senior advisers
met recently in Boston to present
him with a blueprint for the next
four months center ed on what
some call a kindling str ategy —
the belief that early victories in
places like Iowa, Michigan and
New Hampshire will make him
impossible to stop by F eb. 5,
when a crush of other st ates vote
at once. He has spent hea vily on
advertising and building f ield operations in the early st ates, gambling that he wil l have enough
money to hold of f later onslaughts by competitor s who
have so far spent more sparingly.
The Thompson campaign, by
contrast, starts from the premise
that the unset tled early primary
season and the lack of a clear
front-runner have created a chaotic race that they c an capitalize
on, despite a bumpy start that left
some Republicans wondering if
Mr. Thompson was fully prepared and eng aged. Theirs is a
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WASHINGTON, Sept. 22 —
Senator Hillary Rodham C linton
has consolidated her early lead in
the Democratic presidential contest, showing steady str ength as
the candidates head to ward the
first voting early next year.
She has been chal lenged for
fund-raising supremacy and
news media attention by Senator
Barack Obama of Illinois. Former
Senator John Edwards of N orth
Carolina beat her to the punch in
introducing big polic y proposals.
But nothing that her main riv als
have done has so far has derailed
Mrs. Clinton, leading them to begin rolling out aggr essive new
strategies aimed primarily at her,
including courting black voters in
South Carolina and stepping up
attacks.
She has maintained solid leads
in most national pol ls. And while
polls in early v oting states like
Iowa and New Hampshire are of
limited value in pr edicting the
outcome, they too show her more
than holding her o wn entering
the period in which primary v oters begin to make up their minds.
“I think they ’ve run a gr eat
campaign,” David Axelrod, Mr.
Obama’s senior adviser , said of
Mrs. Clinton, of New York. “She’s
been a v ery disciplined c andidate. They’ve been deft in trying
to get ahead of this tidal wave of
people out there who really want
change. They are doing the best
they can with it.”
But Mr. Axelrod, pointing to
what he sa w as M rs. Clinton’s
foremost vulnerability, said:
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Alice Garcia,
with her granddaughter Jacqualynn Hewitt
in 1995. Mrs.
Garcia, who had
Alzheimer’s disease, died in
2003 after a bedsore became infected at Habana
Health Care
Center in
Tampa, Fla.
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came infected by feces.
Habana is one of thousands of
nursing homes across the nation
that large Wall Street investment
companies have bought or
agreed to acquire in recent years.
Those investors include prominent private equity firms like
Warburg Pincus and the Carlyle
Group, better known for buying
companies like Dunkin’ Donuts.
As such in vestors have acquired nursing homes, they ha ve
often reduced costs, incr eased
profits and quickly resold facilities for significant gains.
But by many regulatory benchmarks, residents at those nursing
homes are worse off, on average,
than they w ere under pr evious
owners, according to an analysis
by The New York Times of dat a
collected by go vernment agenContinued on Page 34

INSIDE
$50 Billion Increase
Is Sought for Military
The Bush administration plans
to increase its 2008 request for
money for military operations in
Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere
by almost $50 billion, much of it
for armored trucks built to withstand roadside bombs, Pentagon
officials say.
PAGE 14

T: Fall Travel
Dynamic destinations, from
Mumbai, India’s city of extremes,
to the ultra-cool Goteborg, Sweden, and the newly fashionable
Washington, D.C., are explored.

Fund-Raiser’s Bitter Legacy
Before Norman Hsu became a
controversial figure in American
political fund-raising, he had a
tangled business history in Hong
Kong, where investors remain
bitter about him.
PAGE 24

Television: The New Season
Alessandra Stanley explores
what your favorite shows say
about you, and Tina Fey talks
about surviving low ratings to
win an Emmy and a second season for “30 Rock.” ARTS & LEISURE

Ex-President Flown to Peru
Peru’s former president, Alberto Fujimori, was flown back from
Chile to face human rights and
corruption charges.
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Pardon Poor Larry Craig
What Did He Do Wrong?
Frank Rich on why Larry Craig
should be saved. OPINION PAGES
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STORM AND CRISIS: Repercussions

Katrina’s Diaspora

Seattle
920

The victims of Hurricane Katrina have filed for assistance from
FEMA from every state. The map shows the distribution
and number of the 1.36 million individual
assistance applications as of Sept. 23.
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They are scattered through all 50 states,
the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico —
623 in Utah, 1,114 in Kansas, 101 way out in
Alaska. They are clustered by the thousands in large Southern cities like Dallas,
Atlanta and Memphis, and huddled in
handfuls in unlikely hamlets like Shell
Knob, Mo. (pop. 1,393)and Fountain Run,
Ky. (pop. 236).
Evacuees fled Hurricane Katrina and
the floods that followed in caravans of cars
and fleets of buses, on helicopters and
chartered planes, by boat and, a few, on
foot. A month after the storm, a map

emerges of where they landed, based on
ZIP codes from which applications for aid
were submitted to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency as of Sept. 23.
Of 1,356,704 applications, 86 percent
came from Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas
and Alabama. But 35,539 families were
more than 1,000 miles from the Gulf —
among the farthest: one in Nome, Alaska,
3,931 miles from the French Quarter and
another in Lihue, Hawaii, 4,279 miles away.
Residents of New Orleans, a city that
was two-thirds black, seem to have flocked
to the nation’s African-American population

centers. On average, the applicants came
from counties where blacks were 28 percent
of the population, more than twice the
national average.
Baton Rouge, La., appears to be
temporary home to 10 percent of evacuees,
Houston 6.25 percent. But after the top 18
hubs, applicants are spread like the wind
that whipped through their old neighborhoods: none of the other 900-plus metropolitan areas has even 1 percent of the total.
Some 4,000 ZIP codes — among them
Pocahontas, Miss.; Promise City, Iowa;
and Hope, Mich. — had just one applicant.

Applications by state

Louisiana
Mississippi
Texas
Alabama
Georgia
Florida
Tennessee
Arkansas
California
Illinois
Others

523,149 38.6%
383,840 28.3%
156,895 11.6%
109,469 8.1%
35,342 2.6%
31,005 2.3%
15,529 1.1%
11,027 0.8%
10,953 0.8%
6,430 0.5%
73,065 5.4%

Applications by distance from New Orleans
MILES

0-100
100-200
200-400
400-800
800-1,600
1,600-3,200
3,200+

APPLICANTS

PCT.

626,232
338,080
184,169
143,497
45,371
13,403
232

46.2%
24.9%
13.6%
10.6%
3.3%
1.0%
0.0%

Distances could not be
calculated for 0.4 percent of applications.

Sources: FEMA; Census Bureau; Queens College Sociology Department
Matthew Ericson, Archie Tse and Jodi Wilgoren/The New York Times

RECOVERY

Blanket of Mold Threatens Health and Homes

V O I C E S F R O M T H E ST O R M

Standing In for Noah and His Ark

By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS
NEW ORLEANS — As residents of
New Orleans begin to re-enter the
homes and businesses left standing
after Hurricane Katrina, many may
face an obstacle more pervasive and
possibly more dangerous than mud
and rotting wood: mold spores reproducing inside tens of thousands of
buildings.
Public health experts say mold
could present significant risks and
may force thousands of demolitions.
Trillions of spores, exacerbated by
the sultry late-summer weather,
could sicken the 20 percent of the
population that has allergy problems, experts say, and could also be
dangerous for older residents, children and people with weakened immune systems.
Further, New Orleans has large
populations with high rates of asthma, particularly African-Americans
and people living below the poverty
line, and mold can aggravate asthma
symptoms.But as the city confronts
its enormous rebuilding task, removing mold has been deemed a low priority compared with repairing levees and bridges, clearing streets and
figuring out how to restart the economy.
Officials at the state Department
of Health and Hospitals, the agency
primarily responsible for mold mitigation, said the department was so
overwhelmed with other flood-related work that it could not inspect
homes or analyze the potential
health risks of mold, beyond disseminating information on its Web site.
After the city’s levees were
breached, tens of thousands of commercial and residential structures
were submerged. Any wall or ceiling
above the flood line was at risk of attracting mold spores, which are
present in the air and reproduce
when there is sufficient moisture and
when they have a food source — organic materials like insulation, mattresses, wallpaper, upholstered furniture and stuffed animals.
Douglas A. Rice, director of the environmental quality laboratory at
Colorado State University, said each
square inch of mold growth could
produce one million spores. While
most people will not feel any ill effects of breathing a moderate number of spores, Dr. Rice said that even
healthy people could come down with
sinus and lung infections that could
spread to the brain, and that some
molds produced toxins that could
cause birth defects and cancer.
“You are dealing with literally tril-

Richard Perry/The New York Times

Joan Frichter returned to her home in St. Bernard Parish, La., last week
to find it infested with mold. She said she wouldn’t live there again.

Residents are warned
about risks but get
little help cleaning up.
lions of spores,” he said. “That can
overwhelm even a healthy immune
system.”
But other experts disagree, and
studies examining the long-term
health effects of mold exposure have
been inconclusive.
Howard M. Kipen, a professor of
environmental and occupational
medicine at the Robert Wood Johnson Medical School in New Jersey,
said scientific evidence did not bear
out links between mold exposure and
cancer, birth defects or even fatigue.
“It can make a significant percentage of the population sick,” Professor Kipen said, referring to those
with allergies. “Mold is very nasty.
But whether it causes permanent
health injury is inconclusive.”
Harold I. Zeliger, a chemical toxicologist in West Charlton, N.Y., said
the mold in New Orleans — after
nearly four weeks of uninterrupted
growth — could force the widespread
demolition of buildings.
“Even if they could be saved structurally,” Dr. Zeliger said, “it probably doesn’t make economic sense to
do so.”
Despite such predictions, some
property owners are trying to clean
up. But some of the advice being disseminated by state and federal agen-

cies is contradictory, and most of it
does not take into account the current circumstances in New Orleans.
The federal Occupational Safety
and Health Administration, for instance, recommends that cleaning be
completed within 48 hours but says
nothing about what to do if a building
was flooded nearly four weeks ago.
The agency’s Web site states that
care should be taken not to spread
spores when cleaning, and recommends blocking air vents and not using fans to dry buildings soaked by
contaminated water.
However, the state Department of
Health and Hospitals advises on its
Web site, “where possible, use fans to
dry out the building,” and does not
discuss taking steps to prevent the
spread of mold.
Many of the residents who have returned have not followed the recommended precautions. Some said they
could not afford special equipment
and lacked insurance that would allow them to hire a professional.
“It’s a little mold,” said Charlie
Cooke, 43, who was scrubbing the
walls of his home near the Central
Business District with bleach. “I’d
rather get a little sick than wait to
have my place cleaned up.”
About eight inches of water had
flooded the first floor of Mr. Cooke’s
house; his couch was spotted with
fungus, and gray and black spots of
mold covered the walls, which had
turned from white to yellow.
He wore gloves but not a mask,
and was barefoot. “You pick your
poison, I suppose,” he said.

My hometown was washed
Animals are her speaway forever.”
cialty. But even Dr. Susan
Many animals at ParkEddlestone was impressed
er Coliseum were dropped
by how they came through
off by owners as they evacthe disaster.
uated. Large and sicker ani“Animals are very
mals rescued from the
tough, maybe tougher than
street went to Lamar-Dixpeople at times,” said Dr.
on, where a colleague of Dr.
Eddlestone, an assistant
Eddlestone’s, Dr. Rustin
professor in small-animal
Moore, a professor of
medicine at the School of
equine surgery, helped care
Veterinary Medicine at
for 350 rescued horses.
Louisiana State University.
“Many were running
“We saw animals rescued
loose,” Dr. Moore said.
after three weeks of being in
Lori Waselchuk for The New York Times
“People who stayed behind
houses and living on a bathtook care of the horses and
room counter with no food
Dr. Susan Eddlestone with Cane, at
helped us catch them. They
and drinking toxic water
Louisiana State University.
were very valuable. We
come in with their tails wagwent back twice to take
ging, even though they were
them food and generators. We also brought out about
emaciated and had severe diarrhea and sometimes
300 dogs and a few cats. A couple of iguanas. A goat.”
worse health problems.”
The reunions have been heartening. Dr. EddlesDr. Eddlestone, 42, volunteered immediately
tone said she was touched by pet owners who wept
when a call for help went out, days after Hurricane
and embraced shelter workers. She cannot forget a
Katrina. The temporary animal shelter at Lamarwoman who, though disoriented and sick, first made
Dixon Expo Center in Gonzales, La., 60 miles from
sure her dog got into a shelter.
New Orleans, was overwhelmed. Dr. Eddlestone
The latest arrivals, Dr. Eddlestone said, are
helped organize an additional shelter, at the unipets whose owners stayed behind with their animals
versity’s Parker Coliseum in Baton Rouge.
until the water was drained from their neighborMost of the 1,200 animals she cares for on a givhoods. It is no surprise, she said, that people who lost
en day settle in quickly. “We turn the lights out and
everything refused to leave without their pets.
they all go to sleep,” she said. “It’s like day care.”
“It’s like leaving a child behind,” she said. “This
Life is hectic, too, at home in Baton Rouge,
is the only piece of hope they have that there’s a fuwhere Dr. Eddlestone has taken in her parents, as
ture to go on.”
well as a sister and her family and two dogs. “I am
“I am changed,” she said, “in that I know what is
from Chalmette, which is in St. Bernard Parish and
important in life: our loved ones, including our pets,
took the brunt of the storm,” Dr. Eddlestone said.
and nothing else.”
JENNIFER DUNNING
“My entire family lost their homes in St. Bernard.

EVACUATION

Suits Filed in Bus Fire That Killed 23 Storm Evacuees
By THAYER EVANS
HOUSTON, Oct. 1 — Three lawsuits have been filed in the past week
stemming from a bus fire that killed
23 residents of an assisted-living center and nursing home as they fled the
approach of Hurricane Rita.
Named in the suits was Global
Limo Inc., which operated the 1998
Motor Coach Industries bus that was
involved in the incident, said a clerk
with the Hidalgo County District
Court, where the lawsuits were filed.
A call to Global’s lawyer, Mark
Cooper of San Antonio, was not returned. A spokeswoman for the Bus
Bank, the Chicago charter-bus broker that the nursing home contacted

for service, said the company’s chief
executive, William R. Maulsby, was
unavailable for comment.
The bus was transporting residents and employees of Brighton
Gardens in Bellaire. It caught fire
and was rocked by explosions on
Sept. 23 on a highway south of Dallas.
Investigators are not sure what
caused the bus fire, but they are certain that oxygen canisters in the passenger compartment and in cargo
holds exploded.
Texas officials said last week that
the bus had an expired registration
but was allowed back on the road under a waiver signed by Gov. Rick
Perry, which was intended to provide
as many vehicles as possible for the

evacuation and relief effort.
One of the lawsuits was filed on behalf of an 85-year-old victim, Mary
Gillette, and seeks damages from
Global and other defendants, including the bus driver, Juan Robles
Gutiérrez, 37, who is being held on
immigration charges.
That suit contends that Mr. Gutiérrez does not speak English, leaving
passengers unable to communicate
with him, and that he failed to conduct checks on the “faulty brake system and worn tires” of the bus.
Jamison Gosselin, a spokesman
for Sunrise Senior Living, which
owns Brighton Gardens, said the
company was “disappointed to be included in any lawsuit.”
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What’s in Your Water
Olympic Symphony
Budget Puzzle
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